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Moſt Excellent MAJESTY, 


May it a pleaſe; your May Iesy, 


AVI NG ſome Years ſince 
1 (with fo great Boldneſs) pre- 
ſumed to preſent this unworthy 
Treatiſe to your moſt Sacred Ma- 
JESTY, the which having received 
not only your MajzsrTy's s Pardon, 
but Favour and Countenance ; I am 
encouraged to renew it again with 
the Satisfation to have had Thoughts 
ſuitable to your Majzsry' s Inclina- 


tions, 


DB OS CATT O N. 

tions, as appears by your MajzsTy's 
gracious Approbation of many Par- 
| "4 ,ticulars contained in it. By which 


4 great Succeſs I am imboldned once 
„ 'P in humbly to crave your Ma- 


ly ut 5 5 2 . 1 's favourable Pardon and Pro- 


r, Majzorr' s 2 Lyal 


and Faithful Subject - 


and Servant, 


tic SaMUEL FORTREY. 


Aave been often aſhamed at my own 
Confidence, in giving to any ſo much 
Trouble, or Loſs of Time, as the Reading 
this undeſerying Paper; but it having been 
firſt publiſhed in the Tear 1663, when my 
Leal to the Public, more than my Ability, 
prevailed with me to venture the Hazard 
, ſuch an Undertaking ; and ſince finding 
ny Endeavour more acceptable than 1 had 
reaſon to expett, and no more Copies re- 
 maining whereby to gratify ſuch Friends 
as ſeemed very deſirous of them, I have 
again renewed them without any Altera- 
Tion, that it may appear how many things 
Habe happened ſince according to my Wiſh, 
and how my mean Thoughts have found 
| Concurrence in the worthzeft Councils. And 
F my Endeavours herein have been any 
ways ſucceſsful or beneficial to any, I have 
attained the End I aimed alt. 


SAMUEL FORTREY. 
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NCLAN DV Intereſt and 1 
E ment conſiſts chiefly in the Increaſe : 
of: Store zun ade. 

Store comprehendeth all ſuch Commo- 
ditics, as either the Soil, or People of this 
Nation are capable to produce, which are 
either uſeful at home, or valuable abroad. 
Trade is the Means by which a Nation 
may procure what they want from abroad, 
and vent, to the beſt Advantage, whatever 


may be ſparcd of their GWh Increaſe at 


home. 
Of Store there arc properly two Sorts, 
Natural and Artificial. 
Our Natural Store may alſo be dis ided 
into three Patz 

Firſt, The Annual Increaſe of tlic Soil, 


Which conſiſts chiefly in Corn of all ſorts, = 


and all the beſt ſorts of Cattle. 

__ Serondly, The Product of our Mines, of 
Lead, Tin, Iron, Coal, Allum, and the like. 
JB: - Thirdiy, 


GE] 
7 hirdly, The great Plenty of Fiſh our 
_ Seas naturally afford, of which we reap un- 
known Advantages, were our Fiſhing Trade 
rightly improved. 
Our artificial Store conſiſts | in the Manu- 
facture and Induſtry of the People, of which 
the chiefeſt in the Nation are the Manu- 
factures of Woollen Clothes, and all ſorts 
of Woollen Stuffs, Linen Cloth, Silk, 
Stuffs, Ribbandings, Stockings, Laces, and 
the like. e 
In Trade there may be likewiſe faid to 
- be two kinds. 
Ihe one, Trade at home, one with an- 
other; the other, our Trade or Traffic a- 
broad with Strangers. 1 
And in cach of theſe Particulars, by 5 
Bounty of Nature and Divine Providence, 
this Nation doth not only equal any neigh- 5 
bour Country, but far excels all in the moſt | 
profitable Adv antages. 
France we know to be a Nation rich, 
populous, and plentiful; and this only by 


the Increaſe of it's own Store, raiſed both _ 


by the Fruit of the Soil, and the Induſtry 
of the People, conſiſting in Corn, Wine, 
and many forts of Fruits, and great Manu- 
factures of all forts of Silks, Linen Clothes, 
Laces, and many other rich Commodities, 
which do not only ſtore them at home 
With what they need; but, by the Over- 
Ply „ Provides tor all things elle they neceſ- 


 farily 
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ſarily want from abroad, with plenty of 
Money to: boot. 

Holland hath not much of it's own 
Store, eſpecially n. 5: (werable to ſupply 
the Wants of that Nate 1; and yet, by 
their induſtrious Hingever in Trade, they 
are not only furniſhed with Whatſoc the 
World affords, and they want; but, by 
the Profit of their Trade, they excel, in 
Plenty and Riches, all their neighbour Na- 
non. 
I Two things therefore appear to be chiefly 
neceſlary to make a Nation great and power- 
ful, which is, to be rich ind populous ; and 
this Nation enjoying together all thoſe Ad- 
vantages, with Part whereof only, others 
grow great and flouriſhing, and withal, a 
| Prince, who, above all things, delights and 
olories 1 in his People's Happineſs, this Na- 
tion can expect no Jeſs than to become the 5 
moſt great and flouriſhing of all others. 
Put private Advantages are often Impe- 
diments of public Profit; for in What any 
ſingle Perſon ſhall be a Loſer, there En- 
will be made to hinder the pub- 
lic Gain; from whence procceds the ill 
Succeſs that commonly attends the Endea- 
vours for public Good; for commonly it 

is but coldly proſecuted, becauſe the Raue | 
fit may poſſibly be ſomething remote from 
them that promote it; but the Miſchief 
known and certain to them that oppole 
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it; and Intereſt, more than Reaſon, com- 
monly ſways moſt Mens Affections. 
 VWhereby it may appear, how neceſſary 
it is that the public Profits ſhould be in a 
ſingle Power to direct, whoſe Intereſt is 
only the Benefit of the Whole. 
: The greateſt thing, therefore, that any 
Prince can aim at, is to make his Domi- 
nions rich and populous; and by what 
means it may be effected in this Nation, 
beyond all neighbour Countries, I ſhall en- 
dcavour to demonſtrate: People and Plenty 
are commonly the Begetters one of the 
other, if rightly ordered. 
And firſt, To increaſe the People of this 
Nation, Permiſſion ſhould be given to all 
People of foreign Countries, under ſuch | 
Reſtrictions as the State ſhould think fit, 
frecly to inhabit and reſide within this 
Kingdom, with Liberty to buy and ſell 

Lands or Goods, to import or export any 

Commodities, with the like Privilege and 
Freedom that Engliſhmen have, 

This would quickly increaſe the Number . 
of our People, and multiply our Riches; 
for thoſe. People that would come from 
other Countries to inhabit here, would alſo 
bring thcir Richcs with them, which if they 
laid out in the purchaſing of Eſtates, or Im- 
prove ment of our Trade, or were only their 
Perſons rightly employed, it it might very 


E 
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much increaſe both the Riches and Power 
of this Nation. 

But it may be demanded, why we ſhould 
expect that People ſhould leave their own 
native Countries to come and inhabit here, 
when they enjoy already as many Privileges 5 
as here are offered them. c 

Theſe Reaſons may be given: 


Firſt, That this Country in itſelf is as 
oleafant, or more pleaſant, healthful, fruit. 
ful, and temperate, than any other. 
Secondly, That our Laws, Government, 
and Diſpoſition of the People, I may gay, 
are not only as good, but much better than 
any other, for the Eaſe, Quick; Peace, and 
Security of „ 

Tyhiradly, If our Trade and Manufactures 
were but improved to that Advantage, as 
they arc capable of, there would be no 
Country in the World where induſtrious 
People might improve their Eſtates, and 
grow more Rich, than in this: And the 
hope of Gain commonly bears ſo great a 
Sway amongſt Men, that it js alone ſufficient | 
to prevail With moſt. | 
:  Fourthly, This being the moſt eminent 
and cntire Country, of All others, that pro- 

feſs the Proteſtant Religion (which Pro- 

feſlion is very numerous in moſt of the 
other Countries of Europe, but many of 
them under Conſtraint and Danger, and the 

ixes Liberty of Men' $ Conſciences with Se- 

curity 


660 
curity to their Perſons, being aboye all 
things moſt deſirable) it cannot "be doubted 
or denied (were thoſe Impediments re- 
moved that now may hinder) but we might 
be ſufficiently ſtored with wealthy and in- 
duſtrious People from all Parts of Europe. 
And were there not ſo many divine Rea- 
ſons to prefer the Proteſtant Religion before 
all others, as being doubtleſs above all the 
moſt free from vain and ſuperſtitious Beliefs 
"ad Ceremonies, being the only Model of 
true Picty and Virtue, without thoſe Allays 
of pretended pious Evils that ſome abound 
with; contriving by Murder, Treaſon, and 
d Miſchief, to advance their Opinions: 1 fay, 


jf there were not theſe Reaſons for it, but 


that the Proteſtant Religion wanted this in- 
valuable Worth to prefer it before others, 

and ſuppoſe it only equal with the reſt, yet 

in human Prudence it is moſt eligible, and 
to be preferred by the Prince of chis Nation 
before all others. 

Firſt, Becauſe thereby he remains the 
only Supreme, under God, in theſe Domini- 
ons, and controulable by none; whereby his 
Power in Government is much confirmed, 

and the Peace of his People ſecured: When, 
if it were otherwiſe, as in ſome it is, that 
Men's Conſciences were at the Diſpoſe of 
others, who uſe their Power only to the 

: Adeancement of their own Wealth, Pride, 

and Greatneſs it cannot be ay ided, but 

3 that 5 
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that the Prince's Intereſt and theirs may 
| often differ, which can never happen but 
to the Prince's great Hazard and People's 
Ruin; of which Truth there have been al- 
ready too many ſad Examples in this King- 
dom. So, as I conceiye, there needs little 
more to be ſaid, to perſuade a Prince to 
prefer his own Peace, Security, and Free- 
dom, above the Perſuaſions of any that only 
ſeek their own PRYRE Intereſt and Advan- 
tage. ON | 
been . For the Prince of this Nation 
to profeſs the reformed Proteſtant Religion, 
is a Matter of greatcſt Policy and Prudence 
for the Advance of his own Power and 
_ Greatneſs : For as it is ſaid before, conſider- 
ing how deſirable the Country is in itſelf, 
and the only Chief in Europe of this Pro- 
feſſion, and the hazardous and dangerous 
; Conditi ion of thoſe in other Countries, and 
_ the Power that the Perſuaſions of Men's 
Conſciences have to prevail with them, he 


may always be aſſured of this, That where 


any of this Profeſlion, in other Countries, 
ſhall happen to be perſecuted or injured by 
a ſtronger Party of a contrary Belief, their 
| Refuge will certainly be to him, cither to 
be received as his Subjects in his own 
Country, or elſe to offer their Service to 
help him to become Lord of their own; 
or, otherwiſe, if Quarrels or Differences 
ſhould happen to ariſe between this Prince 
and 


(8 

and the Prince of any other neighbouring 
Country, if they ſhould make War upon 
him, he would be aſſured of Friends abroad 
to help to divert them; or if he ſhould find 
it fitting to attack others, he cannot want 
Confederates and Aſliſtants in the Proſecu- 

tion of his Deſign, eſpecially if there be 
any thing of Pretence of Religion in the 


Caſe; which is ſeldom wanting, where 


it is any ways ſerviceable to adyance a De- 
ſign. 
But by the way it is to be obſetved, that 


as this may be of certain Advantage to this 


Prince againſt others, ſo it would be of like 
Miſchief to himſelf, or worſe, ſhould he 
ſuffer the Intereft of any other Prince to 
have the like Advantage againſt him. And 
In this kind there is but one Profeſſion 
which is ſo conſiderable, either amongſt 
ourſelves at home, or in Countries abroad, 
that is worthy the taking notice of, and it 
is ſo Catholic as ſhall not need to name it. 
And tho Chriſtians ought not to perſe- 
cute one another, and that only for ſmall 
Differences in Opinion, when what is right 
or wrong for the moſt part remains a Doubt 
and uncertain, whilſt the Evils are only cer- 


tain that ſuch Diſputes produce. 


And as it may truly be ſaid, Morality 
may be ſhort of true Religion, yet it is moſt 
ccrtain, that no Religion can be pure that 
wants true Morality. I ſhall only therefore 
e make 


1 
make this ſhort Obſervation, That that Re- 
ligion which {hall endeayour to advance itſelf 
by all immoral and wicked Ways and 
Means, muſt needs be, in that Particular, 
much defective. And though this be com- 
monly practiſed by moſt, yet certainly the 
Danger is greater from that whoſe profeſsd 
Principle it is, than from ſuch others, Who 
(though often guilty) yet wholly difown it. 
And what Prince or State is likely to eſcape 
Miſchief, or be ſecure, when Opportunity 
is offered to thoſe, w ho, by Jies of Con- 
ſcience, are obligcd to ruin it, and have 
Þ, Intereſt and Subtilty enough to contrive the 
Tame? All which being rightly weighed and 
conſidered, it is evident how perilous and 
dciperate a thing it might prove, if it were 
only on account of Policy and Sclt-preſer- 
vation, for a Prince to admit or counte- 
nance ſuch things, which have not the leaſt 
_ Shew or Appearance of Good or Adyan- 
tage, but, in all Likelihood; of moſt cer- 
tain Hazard and Ruin, both to himſelf and 
State. 
Bar oranting what is faid to be true, yet 
what can be objected againſt the countc- 
nancing, or at leaſt Toleration of all ſuch 
other ſorts of Chriſtian Profcftions, Who 
pretend they have not the Will, nor pro- 
bably can have the Power, to contrive or 
act any thing conſiderable to the Damage 
or. aher of the Prince or State! N 
G Jt 
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It may be anſwered, That the Toleration 
of all ſuch in itſelf doth not appear altoge- 
ther dangerous to the Prince or State; but 
if the Nature of Man be riglætly conſidered, 
together with the common Zeal in Matters 
of Religion, you ſhall find, that commonly 
things of the ſmalleſt Conſequence make 
the greateſt Differences; and as the ſame 
Faith and Belief doth very much increaſe 
Love and Affection, ſo contrarywiſe Dif- 
ference in Opinions do only beget and in- 
gender Contempt and Animoſities towards 
one another, by which means the Prince 
ſhall at no time be either quiet or ſecure. 
For ſhould the Prince ſuffer all indifferently, 
and not elect ſome one which ſhould always 
be countenanced and maintained as the 
chief and moſt univerſal Profeſſion of his 
Kingdom, the Confuſions would be ſo 
great, and the Prince's Intereſt ſo ſmall 
amongſt them, for want of any Dependency 
on him, that a Kingdom ſo divided againſt 

itſelf could not ſtand. 

And, on the other ſide, ſhould the Prince 
firſt ſettle a Government in the Church, 
as it is at this Day, and then give Tolera- 
tion to all others, the miſchievous, Conle- 
quence would not be much leſs; for firft, 
All ſuch as would withdraw, would not, 
without grudging, pay their Dues to Par- 
tons, from whom they receive no Recom- 
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pence; nay rather, whom they contemn 
and hate. 
Secondly, Upon all Invaſions from bond, 


or Rebellions at home, the Prince ſhall be 


ſure to have all ſuch for his Enemies as 
ſhall be ſo tolerated. 


Firſt, Becauſe of their certain Hatred to 
the preſent Church- government, by which 


they conceive that they receive many In- 
juries and Oppreſſions. 8 
Secondly, In hope every one to advance 


their own Party, could they remove the 
Power in being; each imagining their own . 
Opinion as moſt worthy, would firſt, take 


place. 


And Laſtly, where ſuch Advantages : are 
offered to ſtrengthen any diſcontented Party, 


no Prince can hope, or r expect, to be long 


quiet and ſecure. 


| Theſe Miſchiefs and Inconveniences hay- 
ing of long time been ſo obvious, it hath 
been thought, by ſome, that a ſtrict Uni- 


formity in "Church- government is the only 


means to e all the aforeſaid Incon- 5 
voeniences. 
I conceive it cannot 3 be denied ; but ; 
then care would be taken, that what is ſo 


impoſed be only ſuch things as arc barely 


_ neceſſary, and ſuch as may agree beſt with 


the Quiet and Preſervation 'of the State. 


And in this alſo good Regard would be had 
to the moſt fober way of the lame Pro- 
C3 feſlion 


> 
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ſeſſion in other Countries, which would 
much advance the Deſign Aotelaldd, and, in 
all Likelihood, would preterve © the Prince's 
Tower more entire, and his People in 
greater Fidelity, Love, and Peace. 

But to return to the Cauſe that ſirſt moved 
this Diſcourſe, as a means to multiply TED: 
ple, and enrich the Kingdom. It may be 
 objeacd, 5 | 

Firſt, That it doth not appear chat 8 
ple are wanting, but rather that we have 


already too many, if we conſider the Num- 


ber of poor People that are found in cvery 

Place; and it might be Prudence firſt to 
employ theſe, before we endca, our to mul- 
5 tiply more,. 5 
Secondly, That to give the like Liberty 
and Privilege to Foreigners that Engliſomen 
have, might be a means to undo the Na- 
tiges; for Foreigners, by their Correſpon- 
dents abroad, and Induſtry at home, will 
gain all the Trade to themſelves; ind allo, 
by purchaſing of Eftates, will make our Land 
much the dearer. : 
It is anſwered, Firſt, It is true, conſi + fy 
ing our preſent Condition, how Trade is 
decay cd, and the little Encouragement Peo- 
ple have to Induſt try, we have already more 
People than are well employed ; but I con- 
ceive it is fo much the greater Damage to 
the Prince, to have his People both few 
and poor; but if the! Manufactures and other 
5 profitable 


4.432 
profitable Employments of this Nation were 
ightly improved and encouraged, there is 
no doubt but the People and Riches of the 
Kingdom might be greatly increaſed and 
multiplicd, both to the Profit and Honour 
of the Prince. 
Secondly, That any Engliſhman, of the 
like Ingenuity as. a Stranger, will have the 
like Advantage of Trade as any Stranger 
can have, as to the Exportation Or Importa- 
tion of any Commodities; for they may have 
their Correſpondents abroad as well as the 
other. Yet ſuppoſe they could not, it 
would be no Damage to the Kingdom, but 
an Advantage, if the Subjects by this means 
be more plentiſully and cheaply provided 
with all foreign Commodities, and may 
gain a better Price and Vent for their own; 
and the Number and Intereſts that can 
pretend to ſuffer hereby, are ſo few and 
inconſiderable, that it bears no ae 
with the Advantage. 
And further, By this Liberty to Forcign- 
ers, we could quickly attain to the Per- 
fection of thoſe Manufactures which now- 
we fo highly value, and purchaſe fo dear 
from abroad. For many of the beſt Artiſts 
of other Countries, no doubt, in a ſhort 
time would be tranſported hithcr, perhaps 
no leſs to the Benefit of this Nation, than 
the like Encouragement hath been in for- 
mer times by the Improvement of our Arr 
| OL 
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of Cioathine, and by which Practice the 
Hollander at this Day reap unknown Ad- 
vantages. And as for raiſing the Price and 
Value of our Lands, or of any thing elſe 
that is our own, it is of ſo great an Ad- 
vantage, that it might be withed nothing 
were cheap amongſt us but only Money. 
But to procced in Order, and firſt of our 
natural Store and annual Increaſe of the 
Soil; The annual Profit and Incres# of 
the Soil of this Kingdom, conſiſts cb. A, in 
Corn of all ſors, Flax, Hemp, Hops, 
Mooll, and many more ſuch like; and 
alſo the deſt ſexts of Cattle, as Bullocks, 
Horſes, and Sheep. And the greater our 


Increaſe is of any of theſe Commoditics, 


the richer we may be; for Money, and all 
foreign Commodities that come hither, are 
only bought by the Exchange of our o. nF 
: Commodities Wherefore, "by how much 
our on Store doth exceed thoſe Neceſſa- 
ries we want from abroad, by ſo much 
will the Plenty of Money be increaſed a- 

mongſt 1 

Our Care ſhould therefore be, to inert 
ay, thoſe Things which arc of leaſt 
Charge at home, and greateſt Value abroad; 
and Cattle may be of far greater Advantage 

to us than Corn can be, if we might make 
the beſt Profit of them: For that the Profit 
we can make of any Corn by Exportation, 
15 much hindered by the Plenty that ncigh- 
bour 
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bour Countries afford of that Commodity, 
as good or better than we have any. Where- 
fore, could we employ our Lands to any 
thing of more Worth, we could not want 
Plenty of Corn, tho' we bad none of our 
own; for what we ſhould increaſe in the 
room of it, of greater Value by Exporta- 
tion, would not only bring us home as 
much Corn as that Land would gave yicld- 
ed, but Plenty of Money to boot 
Of Cattle, the moſt conſiderable are 
Horſe, Sheep, and Bullocks; in all which 
we do not only excel in Goodneſs all other 
Countries, whereby we can vent the Profits 
of them at far greater Rates; but we may 
alſo, by our ſi noular Advantage in the In- 


= creaſe of thoſe Cattle, have the ſole Trade, 


being able ſo far to exceed our own Wants, 

as to furniſh all our Neighbours, who muſt 
be forced to good Rates, no other Country 
affording the like for Goodneſs, or ſcarce. 


135 ſufficient for their own Uſe. 


And might we freely have the Liberty to 
export them, or ſo much of them as may 
be fitting, we ſhould need no Laws to hin- 
der the Exportation of Corn; for we ſhould 
find thereby a Profit ſo far exceeding that 
which might be raiſed out of every Acre, 5 
that we might better afford to give a far 
greater Price to buy it, than we can now 
ſell it for. For the Profit of one Acre of 

Paſture, in the Fleſh, Hide, and Tallow of 


5 an 
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an Ox; or in the Fleſh, Wooll, and Tal- 
low of a Sheep; or in the Carcaſe of a 
Horſe, is of ſo much greater Value abroad, 

than the like Yield of "the Earth would be 
in Corn, that the Exportations of this Na- 
tion might be at leaſt double to what it is, 
if rightly diſpoſed. Wherefore it is to be 
wiſhed, that the Supreme Power would fo 
far tender the Public Good, in which it is 
ſo much concerned, as to remove all Im- 
pediments, and promote all Endeayours, 

which tend to ſo great and Pic an Ad- 
vantage. 

| The renten impelliments i in this Improve. 

ment are chiefly theſe. 

Firſt, Men cannot make the beſt of their 
own Lands. 

_ Secondly, When they have, they cannot 
ſell the Increaſe of it to the beſt Advantage. 
And theſe may be thus amended: - 
Firſt, By a Liberty for every Man to 
enjoy his Lands in Severalty and Incloſure, 
one of the greateſt Improvements this Nation 
is capable of, for want whercof, we find, 
by daily Experience, that the Profit of a 
great Part of the Land and Stock in this 
Kingdom, as now employed, is wholly loſt. 

And this appears, in thar the Land of the 
Common Fields, almoſt in all Places of 
this Nation, with all the Advantages that 
belong unto them, will not let for above 
cone third Part ſo much as the ſame Land 

would 


ALF] 
would do incloſed, and always ſevetal- 
And on the great Commons, a Houſe with 


Commoning will not let for one quarter 


ſo rauch as it would do were it's Proportion 
ſeveral unto it; and all this by reaſon of 


the many ſeveral Intereſts; whence it is, 
that Men cannot agfee to employ it to its 


propereſt Uſe and beſt Advantage, whereby 
much Land is tilled with great Labour and 


ſmall Profit, and much Land fed to the 


ſtarving of the Cattle, and impoveriſhing 


the Inhabitants, to the Increaſe of nothing 


but Beggary in this Nation; all which In- 
conveniences would, by Incloſure, be pre- 
vented. | 

But it may be objected, that many other 


| Inconveniences would happen by Incloſure, 
and chiefly it would cauſe great Depopula- 
tions and Scarcity of Corn, as hath been 
_ conceived by former Parliaments, which 
appears by their oppoſing, rather than ad- 


vancing of it, upon this Opinion, that In- 
clofire would convert the Land to Paſture, 


one hundred Acres of which, will Farce: 
maintain a Shepherd and his Dog, which 


now maintains many Families, employed in 
Tillage; and by Experience it is found, that 


many Towns, which, when their Lands : 
Were in Tillage, had many Families, now 
they are incloled, have not ſo many Inha. 

bitants in them. 
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To this I anſwer, 
Firſt, That Incloſares would not have 
becn oppoled, had it not appearcd that moſt 
Landlords endeavoured it, which is a greater 
Argument of Improvement for did not 
the I. andlord ſuppoſe it would improve his 
Land to a higher Value, he would never 
have been perluadcd to do it. And the Rea- 
ſon why it would have becn of greater Ad- 
vantage to the Landlord, is, becauſe the 
Tenant could make more Profit of it, or 
elſe we ſhould not find them ſo ercedy 
er Paſture, at fo high a rate, when they 
dy have Arable enough for half the Va- 
jue; and this proves Incloſure is profitable, 
ſince the ſame Land is thereby raiſed to a 
far greater Value. 
Secondly, As for Corn, it would be no- 
thing the ſcarcer by Incloſure, but the ra- 
ther more plentiful, though a great deal 
leſs Land were tilled ; for then every inge- 
nious Husband would only plow that Land 
that he found moſt fitting for it, and that 
no longer than he found it able to bring 
him Profit; ſo as he would, out of one 
Acre, raiſe more Corn, than in the Com- 
mon Field can be raſed out of two, where- 
by one Acre would be ſaved for ether Uſes, - 
beſides the Charges of Mens and Cattles 
Labours; w hereas, in the Common Fields, 
where the Tenant doth not plow, thc Profit 
of the La and is loſt, whereby he is forced 


to 
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to a continual Plowing, though to the 
Ruin and Damage both of the Land and 
of himſelf; ſo as that Land, Labour, and 
Charge is loft, which otherwiſe might be, 
employed to the Pictit and Advantage of 
the Kingdom. 

Thirdly, As to Depopulations by In- 
cloſures, granting it increaſeth Plenty, as 
cannot well be denicd, how Increaſe and 
Plenty can depopulate, cannot well be con- 
ccived ; nor ſurely do any imagine, that the 
People which lived in thoſe Towns they 
call depopulated, were all deſtroyed becauſe 
they lived no longer there, when indeed 
they were only remoyed to other Places, 
where they might better benefit themſelyes, 
and profit the Public. . 

Certainly, They might as well think the 
Nation undone, ſhould they obſerve how 
London is depopulated in a long Vacation, 


when Men arc only retired into "the Coun- _ 


try about their private and neceflary Em- 
ployments; and the like might they think 
of the Country in rheTerm-time; yet a Man 
is not * added Or r diminiſhed to the 
Nation. 

Fourthly, As many or more Families 
may be maintained and employed in the 
Manufacture of the Wooll that may ariſe 
out of one hundred Acres of Paſture, than 
can be employed in a far greater Quantity 
of Arabic, who perhaps do not always find 
D 2 it 
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ir moſt convenient for them to live juſt on 
the Place where the Wooll groweth, by 
which means Cities and great Towns are 
peopled, nothing to the Prejudicc of the 
Kingdom. 

W nerefore then if, by Incloſure, the 
Land itſelf is. raiſed to a greater Value, 
and a leſs Quantity capable of a greater In- 
crealc ; and if really it cauſeth no Depopu- 
lations, but, at moſt, a Removal of Pcople 
thence, where, without Benefit to the Pub- 
lic, or Profit to themſelves, they laboured 
and toilcd to a more convenient Habitation, 
where they might, with lets Pains, greatly 
advantage both; and if the Manufactures 
and other profitable Employments of this 
Nation are increaſed, by adding thereto 
ſuch Numbers of People, who formerly 
ſerved only to waſte, not ro increaſe the 
Store of the Nation, it cannot be denied 
but the Encouragement of Incloſure, where 
every Man's juſt Right may be preſerved, 2 
would infinitely conduce to the Increale 
and Plenty of this Nation, and is a thing 
very worthy thc Countenance and Care of 
a Parliament. 
In the-next-Place, the Product 5 our 
Mines of Lead, Tin, Iron, Coals, Allum, 
and the like, may alſo be accounted amongſt 
the annual Increaſe of the Soil; and the 
Product of theſe are only obtained by the 
Tabour and Induſtry of the People, and ape 


very 
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very ſerviceable at home, and profitable 
abroad, and therefore the Increaſe of them 
doth very well deſerve all juſt Encourage- 
"ment; :---- 

Laſtly, The great Plenty of Fiſh our Seas 
naturally afford, may be accounted amongſt 
our other annual Increaſes, and the Profit 
of theſe only depends on Pcoples Labour, 
and rhat in ſuch a kind as it doth not only 
increaſe the Plenty and Wealth of the King- 
dom; but allo may be very ſerviceable to 
preſerve and increaſe the Honour and Safety 
of our Nation, by increaling our Shipping, 
eſpecially if ſome Courſe were taken to 
prevent others from robbing us of ſo great 
a Ircaſure, and therefore very worthy of a 
public Care to maintain and encourage; but 
the Concernment of this is already lo well 
known to cvery one to be ſo great, as it is 
not ncedful to diſcourſe it further. 
l the next Place, our Manufactures are 
to be conſidered, on which chiefly depends 
both the Wealth and Proſperity of this 
Kingdom; for by the Increaſe and Encou- 
ragement thereof, the Subjects arc employ- 
| ed in honeſt and induſtrious Callings, main- 
rained and preſerved from Want, and thoſe 

Miſchiefs which commonly attend Idlencſs; 
the People furniſhed at home with all things 
both of Neceſſity and Plcafure ; and, by 
the Overplus, procure from abroad what- 
ever for Oſe Or Delight! is wanting 'Y 


The 
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The chief Manufactures amongſt us at 
this Day, are only Woollen Clothes, Wool- 


len Stuffs of all forts, Stockings, Ribband- 


ings, and perhaps ſome few Silk Stuffs, and 
{ome other ſmall things, ſcarce worth tho 


naming, and theſe already named fo de- 


cayed and adultcrated, that they are almoſt 
out of Eſteem both at home and abroad F. 
And this becauſe foreign Commodities 
are grown into ſo great Eſteem amongſt us, 


as we wholly undervalue and neglect the 


ule of our own; whereby that great Expence 
of Treaſure, that is yearly waſted in Cloath- 
ing, Furnitures, and the like, redounds 


chiefly to the Profit of Strangers, and to the 


Ruin of his Majeſty's Subjects. 

And this will more plainly appear, if we 
examine the vaſt Sums of Money the French 
ycarly delude us of, either by ſuch Commo- 


_ ditics as we may as well have of our own, 


or elſe by ſuch others as we might as well, 


in great part, be without; whereby, no 
doubt, our Treaſure will be ſoon exhauſted, 
and the People ruincd, as this Particular may 
make appear, which not long ſince was de- 
livercd in to the King of France, apon a De- 
igu he had to have forbidden the Trade be- 
tween France and England, ſuppoſing the 


Value of Emnglih Commodics ſent into 
France, did ſurmount the Value of thoſe 
that were tranſported hither. 


Since the firſt publiſhing of this Treatiſe, Seit 15. 
provements have been made in our Manafactures. 
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1. There is tranſported out of France 
into England great Quantities of Velvets 
plain and wrought, Sattins plain and wrought, 
Cloth of Gold and Silver, Armoyſins and 
other Merchandiſcs of Silk, which are made 
at Lions, and are valued to be yearly worth 
one hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds. 
2. In Silks, Stuffs, Taffeties, Poudeſoys, 
Armoyſins, Clothes of Gold and Silver, 
Tabbies plain and wrought, Silk-ribbands, 
and other ſuch like Silk Stuffs as arc made 
at Tours, valued to be worth above three 
hundred thouſand Pounds by Year. 
E . In Silk Ribbands, Gallowns, Laces, 
| mail Buttons of Silk, which are made at 
Paris, Rouen, Chaimont, S. Eſtienes in 
Forreſis, for above one hundred and fifty 
thouſand Pounds by Xcar. 
4. A great Quantity of Serges, which are 
made at Chalons, Chartres, Eſftamines, and 
Rhemes; and great Quantities of Serges 
made at Amiens, Creveceour, Blicourt, and 
other Towns in Picardy, for above one 
hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds a Xear. 
F. In Bever, Demicaſter, and Felt Hats, 
made in the City and Suburbs of Paris, 
eſides many others made at Ronen. Lions, 
aud other Places, for about one hundred 
Hs and twenty thouſand Pounds a Year, 


6. In Feathers, Belts, Girdles, Hatbands, = 


Fans, Hoods, Masks, gilt and wrought Look- 
ing: Shades, Cabinet, W atches Pictures, Caſes, 
Medals, 
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Medals Tablets, Bracelets, and other ſuch 
like Mercery Ware, for above one hundred 
and fifty er Pounds a Year. 
In Pins, Needles, Box-combs, Tor- 
toiſe-ſhell- combs, and ſuch like, for about 
twenty thouſand Pounds a Year. 
8. In perfumed and trimmed Gloves, that 
| fre made at Paris, Rouen, Vendoſme, Cler- 
ment, and other Places, tor about ten thou- : 
ſand Pounds a Year. | 
9. In Papers of all ſorts, which are made 
at Auvergne, Poictou, Limoſin, Champaigne, 
and Normandy, for above one hundred 
thouſand Pounds a Year. Eh 
10. In all ſorts of lIronmonger's Warts, 
that are made in Forreſts, Avergne, and 
other Places, for about forty thouſand Pounds : 
a Year. 
11. In Linen Cloth that is nas 4 in | Bri- | 
tainy and Normandy, as well coarſe as 
fine, there is tranſported into England for 
above four hundred thouſand. Pounds a 
uw 
6 . In Houſhold- tuff, confidine of Beds, 5 
Maden Coverlids, Hangings, Fringes of 


Silk, and other Furniture, for above one : 


hundred thouſand Pounds a Year. 
8 In Wines from Gaſcoigne, Nantois, 
and other Places on the River of Loyer; and 
alſo from Bourdeaux, Rochel, Nante, 
Kouen, and other Places, one tranſported 
into 
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into England, for above ſix hundred thou- 
fand Pounds a Year. 

14. In Aqua Vite, Syder, Vinegar, Ver- 
juice, and ſuch like, for about one hundred 
' thouſand Pounds a Year. 
15. In Saffron, Caſtile Soap, Honey, Al- 
monds, Olives, Capers, Prunes, and ſuch 
like, for about one hundred and fifty thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year. | 
16. Beſides five or fix bunten Veſſels of 

Salt, loaden at Maron, Rochel, Bouage, 
the Ille of Oleron and lle of Rhee, tranſ- 
ported into Hugland and Holland, of a 
very great Vaine. So, as by this Salcula- 
tion, it doth appear, that the yearly Value 
of ſuch Commodities as arc tranſported 
from France to England, amount to a- 
| bove ſix and ee hundred thouſand 
Pounds. 
And the Commodities exported out of 
England into France, conſiſting chiefly of 
Woollen Clothes, Serges, Knit Stockings, 
Lead, Pewter, Allum, Coals, and all elſe, 
do not amount to above ten hundred thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year. By which it appears, 
that our Trade with France is at leaft ſix- 
teen hundred thouſand Pounds a Year, clear 


E 1 5 loſt to this Kingdom, 


Whereby the King of 8 finding it. 
7 would prove to his Loſs to forbid the Trade 
with England, ſoon laid aſide the Deſign; 

however raiſed the Cuſtom of ſome of our 
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Eugliſ Commodities, by which means the 
Vent of thoſe Commodities is very much 
leſſened and hindered. 

Hereby it may appear how inſenſi bly our 
Treaſure will be exhauſted, and the Nation 
beggar'd ; whilſt we careleſly neglect our 
_ own Intereſt, and Strangers abroad are di- 
ligent to make their Advantages as 

But moſt of theſe Evils would be caſ ly 
prevented, if only his Majeſty would be 
pleaſed to commend to his People, by his 
own Example, the Eſteem and Valuc he 
| hath of his own Commodities, in which 
the greateſt Courticr may be as honourably 
clad, as in the beſt Dreſs, Paris, or a 
French Taylor can put him into. Beſ des, 
it ſeems to be more honourable for a King ? 
of England, rather to become a Pattern to 
his own People, than to conform to the 
Humours and Fancies of other Nations, 
eſpecially When it is to much to his Pre- 
| JUGICC. | 
his alone; without further Trouble, 

would be at leaſt ten hundred thouſand 
Pounds a Year to the Advantage of his 
Pcople; for the Courtiers always endeavour 
to imitate the Prince, being deſirous to ob- 
tain his Favour, Which they can no way 
better do, chan approving his Actions in 
being of the like Humour; and the Court 
being the Copy that the Gentry ſtrive to 
Write after, and the reſt of the People com- 


monly _ 
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monly follow, it appears of what great Con- 

ſequence and Advantage the good Example 
of a Prince is to the Benefit of his reople. -.-: 
And whercas it fomctimes hath been 
thought Prudence in a Prince to forbid and 
diſcountenance Exceſs of Apparel in his Sub- 
jects, whereby many of the Nobility them- 
ſelves have ruined their Families, and moſt 
of the Gentry have been impoveriſhed, 

whereby the- great Expence and Waſte of 
Treaſure in that Vanity doth appear; yet 1 
_ conceive in a convenient manner it rather 
ought to be maintained and cncouraged, 

only obſerving theſe Rules. 
Firſt, That the Vanity and Expence do 
not depend on ſuch Commodities, , as have 
too much of the Subſtance of Gold, Silver, 
or Silk, whereby the public Treaſure iS 

waſted and loft. 

Secondly, That we impoveriſn not our- 
ſelves to enrich Strangers, by that unnatu— 
ral Vanity in preferring ſorcign Commo- 
dities, though worſe, before our own, that 
are better. 5 
Thirdly, That the Excel of this Expence 
conſiſts. . in Art, Manufacture and 
Workmanſhip of the Commodity made in 
our own. Country, whereby Ingenuity would 
be encouraged, the People employed, and 
our Treaſure kept at home, ſo as the Prince 
wonld be nothing damnificd by the Exceſs; 


for th e Ruin of one would raiſc as mach -.---- 
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another of his Subjects, and Money would 
thereby be more moving, WH Iich would be 
a grcat Encouragement and Datiskaction to 
the People. 

o name the Particulars of ſuch Comn mo- 
dities as would hereby be increaſed, would 
be endleſs and ncedleſs, when, in a Word, 
17-15 whatcy er at preſent we purchale from 
abroad which we might as well raiſc of our 
O Ar home. Bur LONG pertiaps 114 ay, 
that this would de roy our Trade abroad; 
for many of our Commodities are vented by 
the Exchange of them for Other Commo- 
dities we bring hom 0 in return. 

I anſwer, It is 10 rejudice to loſe that 
Trade which is a Lois to keep: and if our 
Importations of forcign C ommoditics be of 


| far ercater Value than our own Exporta- 


tions, our Treaſure muſt needs be waſted 


to cen the Balance, and fo our own Peo- 
ple remain idle and poor; for the Vent 
Of one thouſand P un ds Worth of Commo- 
dities abroad is of little Advantage to the 
Peco ple, it-there by the are hindred Of the 
Vent of two thouſand at home. 
| : V herefore, th c{c Particulars confidered; : 
it is evident of 'w hat great Concernment it 
1 10 a 0 rince to encourage and increaſe th 

Trade and Manufacture of his own 3 
And Fs much concerning Trade at home. 


In mo next Place, concerning our trade 


&- © 


abroad ich Strange 1e 3 and this Would alſo | 
be 
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be encoura ged and increaſed by all means 
poſlible; and when any Commodity is 
raiſed to the greateſt Height it is capable ot, 

it ſhould be free for Exportation, under ſo 
reaſonable Cuſtoms, that the Merchant may 
afford his Comwodity abroad as cheap as 
others, or clic. he would not be able to 
vent it. 

Secondly, All forcian Commodities that 
are uſctul to improve our own ManufaQuures 
and Trade abroad, and cannot be raiſed 
here, hould be brought unto us under eaſy 

Cuſtoms, the better to enable us, at an 
caſy Exchange, to vent our Commodities 

Abroad. 
Thirdly, All foreign Commodities What- 
ſoever, that are only uſeful to be ſpent 
within the Nation, and that have already 

all their Perfection, as Fruits, Sugars, Wines, 
Linen Cloth, Lace, Silks, and what elſe 
can receive no Addition here, and are not 
to be again tranſported, ſuch Commodities 
ſhould pay extraordinary Cuſtoms, but ſhould. 
not be forbidden to be brought in; for, by 
this means, theſe Commodities will be ſo 
cdear to the People, that it will much wean 
them from fo laviſh an uſc of them as might 
otherwiſe be; and for ſuch things as we. 
are capable to raiſe; it will much incrcaſe 
it of our own, whereby the State will raiſe 
a good Revenuc, and the Country fave their 
W calth, that would be waltjully ſpent abroad, 


and 
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and ſo increaſe our own ManufaQures at 
home 
 Fourthly, The fncreaſe of our Land in 

any kind (except Shecp alive, and Mares) 
that have already all the Perfection that we 

can add unto them, ſhould be free for Ex- 
portation, under reaſonable Cuſtoms ; and 
ol all things this Nation is capable to raiſe, 
there is not any one of fo great Profit as 
the Exportation of Horſes, which, of all 
Commodities, is of leaſt Charge to be 
raiſed at home, and of greateſt Value 
abroad. But to this may be many Ob- 
jellions. 
Firſt, That it will make Horſes dear. a 
| Secondly, That the Exportation of Stone- 

| horſes may be prefadictal,” by furniſhing 
others with our Breed. 
Beſides, it may enable our Enemies who 
may invade us; and we ſhall alſo weaken 
ourſelves, by ſending away our belt Horſes, 
with other {uch like ObjeQtions. 
But to theſe it is anſwered, 

Firft, As to the Dearneſs of any thing 
we fell to Strangers, the more Money we : 
got for it, by how much the dearcr it is; 
and the only way to be rich, is to have 
plenty of that Commodity to vent that is 
of the greateſt Value abroad; for what the 

Price of any thing is amongſt ourſelves, 
whether dear or cheap, it matters not for 
25 we pay, ſo we reccive, and the Country g 
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is nothing damnified} by it; but the Art! is 
when we ideal with Strangers, to ſcll dear, 
and to my Gneap, and this will increaſe our 
Wealth. 
Secondly, To vent Stone-horſes would 
be of far greater Profit than to vent Geld- 
ings ; for that a Stone-horſe will give far 
more Money, with the ſame Charge to us, 
beſides the Loſs of many Horſes in gelding; 
and as for any Prejudice to our Breed, 4 
conceive it no Danger, if Mares be not 
tranſported; for one Horſe will cover twen- 
ty Mares as well as twenty Horſes may do; 


_ _ wherefore the Increaſe of the Horſes do no- 


thing increaſe the Breed. And in France, 
where we ſhould beſt vent our Horſes, they 
have always Horſes enough, and of very great 
Value and Goodneſs, ſufhcient for Stallions ; 
but they have neither Mares, nor Conve- 
niency to breed; for the Country | generally 
435-1} Champion, Corn: fields, and Vinc- 
yards; and alſo ſo unſafe to venture any 
Cattle of ſuch Worth, without Stone W all; 
to guard them, that ſcarce. all the Summer 
either Horſe or Cow is left abroad in the 
Night without a Guard. Beſides, if they 
could | breed, the Breed of itſelf would 
prove degenerate, and ſoon be loſt, the 
Country being naturally improper for ' 


-"A$ tor enabling our Enemies to invade 5 
I conccive there: is but little Danger in 


eg At preſent we are at Amity with all 
8 thoic 


„ 
thoſe Countries that deſire our Horſes; and 
if at any time it ſhould be found fitting to 
forbid the Tranſportation of them, the Pre- 
judice that might happen by thoſe already 
tranſported, would ſoon be paſt; for, of 
five hundred Horſes that ſhould be tranſ- 
ported, I verily bélieve, in leſs than five 
Years, there would ſcarce be five remaining. 
Let further; it doth not concern us to 
fear any ſuch Power in our Neighbours, 
we having no Frontiers ſubje& to ſudden 
Incurſions ; ; but our Defence conſiſts chiefly 
in another Strength, which is our Ships at 


Sea, which, mould they be inſufficient to 


guard us, I doubt the Enemy's want of our 
Horſes would be but ſmall Security. | 
And as to the weakning of ourſelves, by 
ſending away our beſt Horſes, whereby we 
may want for our own Uſe, this 1 conccive 
is a groundleſs Fear, and wholly miſtaken; 
for the good Profit We ſhould make by a 
free Vent of this Commodity, would en- 
courage every ingenious Husband to be well 
provided with What is fo. profitable; and 
every Man would cndeavour not only to 
increaſe his Breed, but allo to be curious 
in the Goodneſs of them, ſo as it will 
rather be a double Ad vantage to us; for as, 
by the Profit of thoſe we tend abroad, we 
ſhall greatly increaſe our Wealth, and far 
more 'by this means than by a ny other this 
Country 1s capab! e of, our of its oven Store; 
| 10 


. 
ſo we ſhall alſo have more Choice and 
Plenty of this ſo ſerviceable and profitable 
a Creature, both for Ute and Pleaſure. 
By the Improvement of our Trade as 
aforeſaid, both at home and abroad, where- 
by our Exportations of Commodities would 
exceed our Importations, a very great and 
{rgnal Advantage would acrue, not com— 
monly taken notice of; and it is the Profit 
we ſhould then make of our returning 
Money by Bills of Exchange, in which, at 
this preſent, we ſuffer an unvaluable Loſs; 
for, as it is ſaid before, our Importations 
exceeding our Exportations, our Coin and 
"Treaſure "muſt nceds be walted to even the 
Balance, and conſequently more Money 
drawn, by Exchange, out of the Country, 
than is returned back again, whereby we 


are forced to give far more than the intrin- 


ſic Value of the thing, to receive our Mo— 
nies beyond the Sca to ſupply our Occaſions, 
the Number being greater of thoſe that de- 
fire to receive Monies abroad, than of thoſe 
that want it at home; for it is in this, as in 
all! other Commodities, where the Commo- 
dity is ſcarce, and the Vend great, the Pur- 
ond 1s always dear; and the foreign Mcr- 
| chant, finding our Neceſſity, makes his Ad- 
Tas upon us incredibly to our Lots; fo 
that by this means it alſo happens, that our 
Coin and Bullion is tranſported, it being 
e F i found 


(34) 

found more profitable than Returns by Ex- 
change, for the Reaſons aforeſaid: And our 
Gold being of leſs Value at home than it 
is abroad, it hath been all conveyed away 

within theſe few Years and Laws to pre- 

vent it ſhall always prove fruitleſs, when it 
is advantageous to do it, there being means 
ſufficient to be found to effect it, by ſuch 
as ſhall find it profitable. . 

| Wherefore, to make Laws to hinder the 
Exportation of Coin or Bullion, 1 conceive 
altogether uſeleſs. 

* Fir, Becauſe it doth nothing prevent it, 
where it is intended. And Secondly, In : 
many Caſes it is moſt advantageous to do it. 
For, in ſome Countries, ſome Cornmodi- 
ties are no way to be purchaſed at cheaper 
Rates than by Money in ſpecie; and if, by 
the right ordering and diſpoſing of our 
Trade, our Exportations did exceed our Im- 
portations in Value, our Coin and Bullion 
would be daily increaſed, there being no 
other mcans to even the Balance of Trade. 
And here it may not be altogether im- 
proper to ſpeak ſomething concerning our 
Money and Coin, which is alſo a Commo- 
dity as well as the reſt ; in which theſe Par- 
ticulars are chiefly to be reſpected. 
Fir, To conſider and examine, if the 
Gold to Silver in England be of the like 
proportionable V. ue, 25 the Gold to Sly cr 

in 
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in France, Spain, Holland, and other fo- 
reign Countries. 

Secondly, To conſider the Allay of Gold 
and Silver in England, to that of other 
Countries. 

Thirdly, To conſider if the Coin be of 
equal Value with the current Price of Bul- 
lion, the Charge of Coining only de- 
ducted. 
Laſily, How to order our Coin, ſo as 
may be moſt honourable and profitable to 
the Nation. 

To the Firſt, It doth appear that the Gold 
in England doth not bear ſo good a Value to 

Silver as it doth in France, and other foreign 
Countries, whereby all our OE is exported, 

and not our Silver. | 
Secondly, The Allay both of Gold and 
Silver in Euglaud is finer than in other 
Parts, which is rather a Prejudice than an 
Advantage, it giving no more in foreign 
Countries than Only according to the Weight 
by their Standard, without Conlideration to 
the Pureneſs. 
_ Thirdly, Our Coin is not equal to the 
true Value of the Silver, the Coinage only 
deduced; for by the Imperfection Of our 
Mint, the Pieces of the ſame Value are made 
ſo various, that ſome Shillings will weigh 


Fourtcen-pence, and ſome not above Eight. . 


: pence, Which afterwards being new weighed 
e „„ 
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over, and culled by the Goldſmiths, through 
whole Hands moſt of our Bullion paſleth, 
the heavy ones are picked out, and only the 
light ones, and thoſe of under Value, paſs 
for current, which is a moſt eminent Abuſe 

and Wrong to the Public. 
Wherefore, Laſily, In prevention to theſe 
Inconveniences, Firſt, Our Gold would be 
raiſed in Proportion to Silver, at leaſt equal 
with what it bears in France, and other 
Countries; and if it be deſired to increaſe 
chiefly that Species, a ſmall Addition to the 

Valuc will ſoon do _— 
Secondly, The Allay would be made the 
ſame with that in other Countries of Eu- 
robe, with whom we chiefly traffic. 
Thirdly, The Abuſes happening by the 
Imperſection of our Mint, as light and falſe 
Money in abundance, and ill-favourcd and 
imperfect falſe Stamp being 2 0 to be 
diſtinguiſhed from the true, might calily bc 
| prevented by a more exact and curious 
Stamp, as may caſily be made by the way 
of Milling, whereby not only the Coin will 
be more beautiſul, but alſo more equal in 
Weight, and much more difficult to be 
clipped and counterfeited, eſpecially if Care 
be taken to make n Piece large and thin, 
which will not only ſhew more great and 
noble, but will many ways be more eaſy 
to be diſtinguiſhed from n fue; as by Sound, 


stiff. 5 


(37) 
Stiffneſs, Weight and Colour, it bcing both as 
difficult and chargeable to counterfeit Mo- 
ney ſo formed, as few will hazard to un- 
dertake it. 

Next, In order to our Trade abroad and 
Safety at home, our Shipping and Naviga. 
tion is to be conſidered, the Increaſe and 
Preſervation whereof is of orcat Concern- 
ment to the Intereſt, Safety, and Well: being 
of this Nation, for which the late Act for 
Trade, by the late pretended Parliament, 
did wiſely provide, by ordering that no Fo- 
reigner ſhould bring any Commodity hither 
but what was the Growth. of their own 
Country; whereby the Hamburger and 
Vlemming, that run Hackney all the World 
over, were a little ſtayed from coming hi- 
ther, crowding ſo thick with all foreign 
Commodities as they were wont to Jo; 
whereby little or no Employment could be 
found for our own Veſlels, every thing be- 
ing ſo plentifully brought hither by them, 
and at cheaper Rates chan we ourtclycs could 
fetch them. | 
WEE lone perhaps may object, that ſure 
it was an Advantage to us to be ſo cheaply 
and plentifully ſtored with foreign Commo- 
dities, When we cannot ſo be cheaply furniſh- 
cd with our own Shipping; for that we are at 
far greater Charge, both in Goodneſs of 
Shipping Number of our Men, and charge- 
5 5 55 able 
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n 
able maintaining "of them more than O- 
thers. 

I anſwer, It is true, that the ſame Com- 


modity brought hither in any of our own. 

Veſſels cannot be afforded ſo cheap as What 

might be brought by others, by rcaſon in- 
deed that our Shipping is much more charge- 
able, and Better manned than any other ; 
but this being rightly conſidered, it is rather 
an Advantage than a Prejudice to the Pub- 


lic; for if Commodities be thereby any 
thing the dearcr here at home, yet we buy 


them as cheap abroad as any other; and all 
that others would have gained of us by the 
Carriage, will now be carned by our own 
People; and whatever it coſts the dearcr 
to the Purchaſer here, is no Prejudice to 
the Public, when our own Nation receives 
the Profit of it; eſpecially it being by the 
Increaſe of that, in which conſiſts the greateſt 


Honour and Safety of the Kingdom. Some 
might therefore think, that it might be of 


no leſs Advantage, to forbid other Nations 
to fetch any of our Commodities, but to 
| keep to ourſelves the Benefit of the Portage 
of them by our own Shipping. : 


I anſwer, Should we do this, we can ex- : 


pet no leſs but that other Nations would 


do the like towards us, whereby we ſhould | 


be very much prejudiced. 
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Firſt, In that we ſhould then loſe the 
Advantage which now we have, in bring- 
ing forcign Commodities home; and be- 
ſidcs, we ſhould perhaps want the Vent of 
ur own Commaditics, which certainly 
will always ſell beſt where moſt Chapmen. 
are found to buy them; ſo as by how much 
the cheaper they can tranſport them, ſo much 
the more they will be contented to give ns 
here. Morcover, the greateſt Part of our 
ManufaQures are of {o great Value, and fo 
light of Carriage, that a ſmall Advantage 
in the Price, or a little better Vent, will 
ſoon compenſate the Loſs of the Portage of 
them; but indeed if the Hamburger and 
Flemming were prevented in the Carriage 
of ſome of our more ſluggiſh Commoditics, 
as Sca-coal, Lead, Iron, Allum, Fiſh, or 
the like, where the Charge of the Carriage 
many times is greater than the whole Value 
of the Commodity itſelf, this might poſ- 
ſibly increaſe ſomething our Navigation, 
and yet hinder nothing the Vent of thoſe 
Commodities, which others cannot at all 
be without; and we ſhall not much need 
to fear their requiting us in the ſame kind; 
for neither the Hollander nor H. amburger | 
have any ſuch Commoditics of their own as 
we nced care to fetch, who are the only 
Nation that employ themſelves in this Kind 
of Trade. 7 
_— » 
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It may not alſo be improper to reflect a 
little upon the Benefit this Nation doth or 
may receive by foreign Plantations. 
I conceive no foreign Plantation ſhould 


be undertaken or proſecuted, but in ſuch 
Countries that may increaſe the Wealth 
and Trade of this Nation, cither in furniſh- 
ing us with what we are otherwiſe forced 
to purchaſe from Strangers, or elſe by in- 


creaſing ſuch Commodities as are vendible 


0 broad, which may both increaſe our Ship- 
ping, and profitably employ our Pcople ; 
but otherwiſe it is always carefully to be 
avoided, eſpecially where the Charge. is 
greater than the Profit; for ve Want not 
already a Country ſufficient to double our 
People, were they rightly employed; and 
a2 Prince is more powerful that hath his 
Strength and Force united, than he that is 
| weakly ſcattered in many Places. But to 
deſcend to Particulars, vg. what Commo— 
dities are moſt deſirable, and of the grearctt 
Advantage, and what Countries and Cli- 
mates are moſt proper to increaſe them, 


would be too tedious to treat of here. 
There yet remains ſomething to be ſaid 


concerning Merchants aſlociating themſelves 
in Companies, the Benefit or Prejudice 


whereof hack been often controverted, but 


tomething difficult to determine. 


It 


Fo „„ | 
It is true, it is oppoſed by many, conceiv- 
ing the free Liberty of Trade would be much 
more adyantageous in the general, becauſe 
theſe Companies, keeping the Trade to them 
ſelyes only, will have what Commodities 
are to bc vented abroad ar their own Price, 
and at an undervalue, none having Occa- 
ſion to buy them but themſelves, whereby 
the Workmen are many times diſcouraged, 
and ſometimes undone. And, on the con- 


trary, what Commodities arc brought home ©. 


in Exchange, they ſell at what unreaſonable 
Rates they pleaſe the whole Commodity 
remaining in their Hands, whereby the 
People in general are very much damnified, 
and the Companies only cnriched ; whercas, 


if the Trade were free, our own Commo- 


dities having more Chapmen, would ſell at 
better Rates, and what is brought home in 
return would be diſtributed at much cheaper 
Prices among the People. 

This is, for the moſt Part, a Truth ; ; yet, 5 
rightly conſidering the Thing, it rather 


ſeems an Advantage in the whole, than the 


leaſt Prejudice; for indeed, as they make 
their Profit at home, ſo they make no leſs 
Advantage abroad; for the whole Commo- 
dity being in their Hands, they will maks 


the moſt that can be made of it, none hay- 


ing the like Commodities to underſell them. 
And the like Adyantage they have again in 
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what they buy, Ser in truth our own 


Commodities are ſold the dearcr to Stran- 


gers, and foreign Commodities bought much 


the cheaper, when both Would happen CON- 
trary in free Trade, where cach will under- 


ſel the other, to vent nioſt ; and allo pur- 


chaſc at any Rates, to prevent the reſt. Be- 
ſides, many times the Trade is wholly loſt, 
Particulars being often too weak to main- 
tain and undergo it, and there is nothing 
leſs of a Commodity vented by a Com- 
pany, than by ſingle Perſons; for they will 
al ways furniſh as much as the Trade re- 
quires, the more they vent, the more being 


their Profit. Whereby it may appear, that 


Companies both vent our own Commodi- 
ties to the beſt Advantages, and buy cheapeſt | 
what we want from "Strangers and the 
Prejudice that may happen by them to the 
Workmen, or Home chapmen, is fully re— 
compenſed by the clear Profit they return 
to the Public, of which they are Mem— 
bers, as well as others. But if their parti- 
cular Profits be thought too great, it may 
be ſomething moderated by a free I. iberty, 
that every one that pleaſe may be admitted 


of the Company, ME fit and reaſonable 
4 Eros... 


In the laſt Place, concerning 8 Uk of ; 


Money; which being the Litc and Sincws 
of Trade, it ha wed! been the Opinion of 


ſome, : 
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ſome, that the greater Uſe were allowed 
for Money, the more would be the Profit 
of the Public; for Strangers finding a 
greater Benefit to be made of their Money 
here than other where, would ſend it hi- 
ther, whereby Money would be much 
more plentiful amongſt us. 
| Indeed 1 ſhould be of their Opinion, 
if as ſoon as, by this means, great Sums 
of Money were tranſported hither, all their 
Money ſhould be confilcate to the Public; 
but if otherwiſe, ſure it cannot be denied, 
but the greater the Uſe, che more the Pro- 
fit to the Uſurer, and Loſs to the Debtor; 
ſo as in few Years we ſhould find ourſelves 
ſo little enriched thereby, that when the 
Principal ſhould be again recalled, we ſhould 
find but little Money left, all our own be- 
ing waſted in Uſe; wherefore indeed the 
true Benefit to the Public is, to ſet the Uſe 
Of Money as low, or rather lower than in 
our neighbour Countries it is; for then 
they would make no Profit out of us, by 
that means, but rather we on them. And 
it is clear Profit that we get out of our own. 
that will make this Nation rich, and not 
the great Sums we are indebted to others. 
Many Particulars more might ſcaſonably 
be diſcourſed of, and this a ready touched, 
pollibly by ſome other might be more exe 
actly and amply treated on; but theſe 


being 
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being the moſt material things that I could 
call ro Memory, and moſt conducing (in 
my Opinion) to the Improvement and Pro- 
ſperity of the Natipn, and conſequently to 
my preſent Deſign} 4 ſhall ſatisfy myſelf 
with this Eſſay, hoping, the Subject being 
ſo worthy, ſome other more skilful and 
knowing Pen may be provoked to enlarge 
it further. % DS 
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r. N Enquiry i into the cb Circuir- 
ſtances of Grea! Britain, more particu- 
farly in regard to the Oeconomy of private Fa- 
milies and Perſons, Gentlemen, Clergy, Farmers, 
Merchants, Tradeſmen, Mechanics. c. With 
Obſervations on the new Methods of Living and 
Diverſions in both City and Country, with ſome 
Remedies to prevent the Ruin of private Fa- 
milies, and Remarks upon our Trade in general, 
and eſpecially of ſuch Commodities as are im- 
ported for Luxury, or injurious to our Manu- 
factures. Alſo ſome Hints to prevent the grow- 
ing Poverty of theſe Nations, Price 15. 
2. An Account of che preſent State of the 
Jews, ſhewing the Reaſons why they don't eat 
Blood, and their Prayers for the flouriſhing State 
of the City where they live. Matttew Parigs 
Account of a Chriſtian Child circumciſed at Nor- 
wich, and crucifying him, for which many were 
put to Death refuted. Account of their Capti- 
vity under the Mabometans ; and the Murder of 
a little Girl, that was finely dreſs'd, for her 
Jewels. Alſo of a Thief ſtealing the Popiſh 
Hoſt. How an Earl of Portugal ſeem'd an In- 
quifitor. A ſtrange Diſcovery of a Murder by 
a King of Portugal.” Of the Ceremonies uſed 
by the Jews in "their Synagogues towards the 
Book of the Law. Learned Jews Correſpond- 
ence with the Chriſtians, Fews no Seducers | 
to their Religion; uſeful in Trace and Com- 
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merce; and Zeal to the Eugliſh Nation. By 
| Manaſſah Ben Ißracl, a Divine and Phyſician. | 
Price 15. 
3. The Hiſtory of the Patriarch Joſeph, and 
his Brethren ; with the Reaſon of his being be- 
loved by his Father Jacob, and fold by them into 
Egypt; of his Chaſtity with his Maſter's Wife, 
who would have ſeduced him; and the Dreams 
of Pharaob, and his Botler and Baker; with 
Joſephos $ Interpretation, Eiſe and Grandeur. Alſo 
an Account of the grievous Famine, and of his 
Brethren going to buy Corn in Egypt, where they 
found Jaſeph Governor of all the Land; and of 
Jacob's going down, and bleſſing of Pharaoh, 
Joſeph, and his Brethren 3 his Death and Burial ; 
in which is interſperſed an Account of the Fruit- 
fulneſs of Egypt; Alſo of the Egyptian Know- 
| ledge in Arts and Sciences; and of their Su- 
perſtitions, Idolatry, Cuſtoms, Ceremonies, Ec. 
1 

4. Puorvus, the God of Riches, a Comedy. 
Tranſlated from the original Greek of Ariftophanesz 
with large Notes, Explanatory and Critical, by 


Henry Fielding, Elqz and the Rev. Mr. 7% bung. 
Price 2 5. 
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